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Eternal Beauty
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Roads connect different towns and broaden the
vision of people. The ordinary scenery in the eyes of
n to be the sweet memory or

some people may happe

of tho e who are away from home, or may be

desired tourist spots of travelers. After decades of our
g 1

efforts, the landscapes along freeways are very pretty

and lively, with engineering and nature coexisting.in.»

harmony. -
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Landscape and Greenery
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Ecological greening methods
can restore natural landscapes
and give adequate inhabitants
to animals in the nearby areas.
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Our landscape designs consider different road forms to present different landscapes.
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Most people wish to relax themselves and
enjoy scenery on journey. Bearing this in mind,
we devote ourselves to beautiful landscapes
along freeway. Our landscape designs not only
take into account what freeway users want, but
also retain surrounding ecology and features.
These require the cooperation of specialists in
different professions.

Landscape planning starts from the
selecting of road route. It should be considered
how to minimize destructions to original
topography and keep natural features as much
as possible, while arranging the road patterns,
such as bridges, tunnels and side slopes. Then,
more attention should be paid to the forms,
styles and colors of freeway facilities. Last but not
least, the vegetation is a must to present natural
landscapes.

In recent years, “green transportation”
policy evolves from merely green vegetation to
genuine concern over the environment. Apart
from beautifying major freeway sections in
urban areas, we have emphasized ecological
revegetation on the side slopes in natural area to
restore the environment. In undertaking new or

widening construction projects, the best way to
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Zhongli Section of National
treat the existing green resources is to transplant Freeway No. 1
then having a improvable plan for landscape.

For obvious reasons, landscape design is
essential to traffic safety. For example, the plants
on median block the headlights of coming
vehicles in opposite direction; the plants along
outside lane on loop help induce driver’s
eyesight; and the restrictions on advertisements
on roadsides prevent drivers from distracted
attention. Indeed, our landscapes not only are
enjoyable but also ensure traffic safety. Our
greenery efforts foster sustainable development
while emphasizing landscape maintenance and

environmental restoration.
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Our vegetation efforts have created green and
lively freeway landscapes.
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Landscape Facilities and Public Arts
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The public art in Qingshui service
area (by Wang Fu-sheng); The
public art in Nantou service area
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The public art in Qingshui service area (by Lee Chia-hua).
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The public art in Shiding service area (by Zen Tai-sheng).

Besides planting native vegetation along
freeway according to different local features, it
is an integral part of projects to add versatile
landscape facilities and public art works to
hardware construction.

The concept of landscape design in funtion
orientation before building the second freeway.
From then on, the designs of bridges, the
cultural or artistic features of service areas and
toll stations, the artworks at tunnel entrances,
and even the styles and colors of noise barriers
have all become essential considerations in our
main projects.

By the way, we install various landscape
facilities for beautifying environment or
increasing visual experience. They are full
of different images and cultural identity. A
variety of public arts can be seen along the
freeways, too. We have obtained them through
public selection, requested creation, or open
competition.

In designing and planning process, public
participation is very important. It is our hope to
let nearby residents touch our public arts and
freeway users learn more about local culture.
Therefore, we discuss with local communities
and take regional features into consideration in
installing art works. Our goal is to let the
art be part of people’s daily life and living
environment.

It’s true that transportation
construction concerns long-term
national development, but great
art works can survive even longer.
We hope every art and landscape
works along freeway can give people
pleasant experiences and cheeful
spirit on each trip.
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The public art in Xihu service area
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Environmental Protection
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Noise barriers can reduce noise.
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It is the duty of all world citizens to protect
the Earth, and we are no exception.

In recent years, in tandem with global
energy-saving and CO2-reducing efforts, we
have been utilizing solar energy and wind power
in some facilities, while adopting power-saving
or solar LED lights in some freeway sections.

In some road sections, we use low-wattage
road lights, or turn on only half road lights
between midnight and dawn when traffic flow
is light. Meanwhile, our service areas recycle
and distill used and rain water for planting and
cleaning and reduces the noise.

To reduce noise, we adopt materials that can
match with surrounding environment, such as
metals, concrete, or bricks, and we erect noise
barriers along populous sections. Meanwhile,
flexible pavement ensures smoother driving.

The ETC system also helps to save gasoline,
minimize vehicle emissions, and save papers
used for toll tickets. Pollution-reduction is the
first step toward “green transportation”. In the
future, if all the vehicles can use ETC on all
freeways, ETC can be integrated with intelligent
transportation system to more effectively reduce
vehicle emissions, save energy resources, and
fully realize “green transportation”.
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Ecological Preservation
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Putting lids on lights can reduce
light hazard endangering
nearby insects and farm
products.
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In order to minimize or compensate the
damages to environment by our construction
projects, we persistently preserve and restore
various ecological and environmental resources.
Sustainable development has been our first
priority in designing nature-friendly facilities
such as the widely-known story about “national
freeway giving way to butterflies”.

Every April, before and after the Tomb-
Sweeping Festival period, you can see the mass
migration of Euploea sylvester swinhoei Wallace,
an extraordinary butterfly species indigenous
to Taiwan. They would fly over National Freeway
No. 3's Linnei Section. To ensure the safe passage
of these national treasures, we take a series of
protective measures by, for example, temporarily
closing an outer northbound lane. Indeed,
we have been doing our utmost to safeguard
Taiwan's reputation as the “"butterfly kingdom”
and have greatly enhanced this country’s
international image in ecological preservation.

Our other efforts include:

--Between April and September when the
migratory birds stay under the cable-stayed
bridge over the Kaoping Stream, we would
turn off the bridge’s landscape lights in order
not to disturb them.

--The ecology pond under National Freeway
No. 1's Gaoke Interchange serves as a wetland
inhabitant of fauna and flora.

--In the two places near Taichung Interchange
and Taoyuan Airport System Interchange
where egrets often stay, we monitor for
preventing their accidental death.

--Along the Changhua section of National
Freeway No. 3, we put lids on road lights to
minimize light hazards damaging insects and
farm produces.
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We set.up protectlon nets to ensure purple crow butterflies safe passage.
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Looking to the future, we will continue
keeping ecology-friendly construction in mind
and leading our designs back to primitive nature
so as to increase biological diversity. Yes, we will
bring construction and nature in harmony so
that everyone can enjoy natural beauty along
freeways.

S5 e

Purple Crow Butterflies ¢
(Euploea Eylvester)
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